
Proposed Regulation on Plant Reproductive Material, Pests and Plants and 

Controls 

 

 

The final text of the new Proposed Regulations were made public on 6
th

 May 2013 

along with a Press Release entitled Smarter Rules for safer food.  The proposals on 

Plant Reproductive Material and Controls contain very few changes from the 

proposed draft issued for comment in November 2012  ( See previous statement in 

this section entitled Update on revision of Plant Reproductive Material and Plant 

Health Regulations as of February 2013).  However the draft Regulation on Plant 

Health has been significantly re-worded and amended and is now called the Proposed 

Regulation on Pests and Plants. 

 

It is understood that there was a very big debate within the Commission between 

Departments as DG Agric supported the view taken by the Forest authorities of all 

member states, EFNA and many forestry bodies NOT to amalgamate Forest 

Reproductive Material into the one Plant Reproductive Material Regulation.  What 

has forestry got to do with Rules for Safer food?   The question whether the 

Commission has competence over forestry controls was ignored as was the issue of 

fees.   

 

Quite apart from the above concerns,  the new Section IV Forest Reproductive 

Material contains a number of requirements which are impossible in practice to 

implement.  Forest Reproductive Material must be labelled at all times and there is a 

requirement to include up to 50 pieces of information (when combined with Plant 

Passport information) on the same label.   This may be possible for a sack of cereal 

seed but is totally impractical for bundles of plants.  The proposal on how to 

differentiate plants for forest use from plants “not intended for forest use” when of the 

same species has left a loop-hole.  The use of coloured labels again is totally 

impractical when one order may contain items of four different categories each 

requiring different coloured labels.   Again in agriculture when dealing in tonnes of 

seed, changing coloured labels may be possible but it does present a very real 

practical difficulty for forest plants. 

 

The new Proposal on Pests and Plants seems at first glance to be acceptable to the 

Forest nursery industry although there may be some requirements which will be 

difficult to implement.  One thing is certain, for many countries, if the full Proposal is 

accepted, there will be significant increase in control costs which will inevitably lead 

to increased cost of forest plants. 

 

The whole package was discussed in great detail at EFNA’s Annual Meeting 

in Potsdam, Germany in June 2013 at which the decision adopted was to avoid 

making a statement pro or contra the Proposals until there is a clearer 

indication of the way the voting of the European Council and  Parliament  will 

go. Their decision will be taken using the qualified majority voting system. 

The views of EFNA members on the package split down the middle with 

countries with large forest areas opposing the proposals and those mainly 

trading in FRM being in favour of many of the proposals which would level 

the playing field.   
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